The role of occupational therapy groups in an Australian hospice.
The hospice philosophy plays an important role in the delivery of health services that focus on the biopsychological needs of people with a terminal illness and their environment. Occupational therapy in hospice can provide an environment which will enable people to discover and respond to their own inner needs. The occupational therapy setting creates an environment which provides people with the opportunity to carry out activities which they are interested in, to socialize with others, and to experience the philosophy of hospice. The purpose of this study was to examine the role of groups with occupational therapy in hospice. A literature search, participant observation, interviews and discussion indicate that music, massage, and beauty treatment are important aspects of care for the dying person.